
 

SPIRITUAL AUTOBIOGRAPHIES  
(INTC/STRAUS CENTER) 

 

!"#$%&'(#)*%'+,-.'/#)*%.''

Fall, 2020 
T/R 3-4:15 

Dr. Perelis, Dr. Lavinsky 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

In this co-taught, interdisciplinary core course, offered in conjunction with the Straus Center for 
Torah and Western Thought, students will explore the diverse literary and historical dimensions 
of sev D G7 ; Tm/ 5:r T, D/ 45:al auT, D/ 45obv D G7 ;ography. Our investv D G7 ;gaT, D/ 45v D G7 ;on will begv D G7 ;n in laT, D/ 45e antv D G7 ;quv D G7 ;T, D/ 45y, wiT, D/ 45h Josephus and 
AugusT, D/ 45ine, before focusv D G7 ;ng on maT, D/ 45e Tm/ 5:r al produced wiT, D/ 45hv D G7 ;n the medieval and early modern culT, D/ 45ural 
maT, D/ 45 Tm/ 5:r x. AuT, D/ 45hors to be considered include Herman the Jew, Guv D G7 ;berT, D/ 45 de Nogent, Luv D G7 ;s de Carvajal, 
Rabbv D G7 ; Hayyv D G7 ;m Vv D G7 ;T, D/ 45al Calabrese, Rv D G7 ;chard Norwood, Sor J:ana Inés de la Cruz, Glikl of Hameln, 
and John Bunyan. Course readings—memov D G7 ;rs, wills, tesT, D/ 45v D G7 ;monv D G7 ;e



 

While the course will be taught remotely, we will try to have a series of in person, real world 
meetings for those students in the New York area.  (Students outside the New York area will be 
invited to participate remotely.) These will be on Friday mornings and they are meant to both 



 

 
I#-18.'#2'0#,)8%.?: Please refrain from engaging in disruptive and distracting behaviors during 
class.  This includes using distracting Zoom backgrounds, texting or messaging unnecessarily, 
and any other actions that may interfere with class discussion and learning.    
  
L-)8,!=':22-4%'G#,).: We will be available throughout the semester for individual conferences 
about essay revisions and all other matters related to your interest and progress in the course.  
We invite you to meet with us often, especially as you formulate ideas for your essays.  We also 
invite you to speak with us about written comments on your work.  You can think of this process 
as a kind of debriefing where we together identify points of interest and confusion. 
 
;8,6%18.'M-89';<%4-!='N%%6.: Students with special needs who are enrolled in this course and 
who will be requesting documented disability-related accommodations should make an 
appointment with the Office of Disability Services, (646) 592-4132, rkohn1@yu.edu, during the 
first week of class.  Once you have been approved for accommodations, please submit your 
accommodation letter to ensure the successful implementation of those accommodations. 
 
54!6%H-4'O18%*)-8?: We expect every student in the class to uphold the following principles: “As 
a student of Yeshiva University, I pledge to undertake my academic work with honor and 
integrity.  



 

 
Samuel Beckett, “The Unnamable,” selections (available at 
https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.125753/page/n299/mode/2up)  

 
Tues., 9/1: Classical Origins 
 

Josephus, L-8! (https://penelope.uchicago.edu/josephus/autobiog.html) 
 
Thurs., 9/3: Classical Origins 
 

Josephus, L-8!, cont’d  
 

M. Stanislavski, 5,8#"-#*)!<9-4!='(%M.&'K..!?.'-1'(%M-.9';%=2@P!.9-#1-1*, 
“Introduction” and “Josephus’ Life” (C) 

 
Tues., 9/8:  Memory, Text, Conversion 
 

Augustine, 0#12%..-#1., bks. 1-3 
 



 

 
Rubinstein, 3,-"%)8'#2'N#*%18&'I#)8)!-8'#2'!'B%6-%$!='B-16, selections (C) 

 
Succot Break 

 
Tues., 10/13: Two Twelfth-Century Case Studies



 

Friday, 10/30, Visit to the Hispanic Society of America (time tba) 
 
Tues., 11/3: Hispanic Society of 



 

 
Tues., 12/8: Protestant Autobiography and the Allegorical Self 
 

Bunyan, I-=*)-HC.'I)#*)%.., selections 
 
Thurs., 12/10: Glückel of Hameln 
 

>9%'+-2%'#2'3=E4F%='#2'G!H%=1T'UVWV@UXYW, available as an ebook through YUfind 
(https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=nlebk&AN=343696&site=eds-
live&scope=site&authtype=sso&custid=s6086892)  
 

Tues., 12/15: Glückel of Hameln, cont’d 
   
12/22: Oral Presentations 
 
12/28: Research project due, 12:00 noon. 
  
 


