Source Sheet #2 - Morality - Breindy Lazor / Rivka Djavaheri

Note To Teachers in advance of the lesson:
e Teachers should keep in mind the maturity level of students to ensure that the discussions are age and stage appropriate..
e Teachers should also keep in mind - and perhaps should consider saying this outright to the students at the beginning of the
lesson - that in many cases the questions are better than the answers, and the value of the lesson is more in the class
conversations that will emerge and less about a definitive resolution of the issues...

LESSON:





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NbuUW9i-mHs

MORALITY

THOUGHT QUESTION:
What are some examples of stories in Tanach that seem to raise certain moral questions or issues? Or that seem to present people that

we consider to be “good guys” (i.e. Avos/Imahos, Tzadikim, etc) acting in ways that we would consider to be bad / not good.

What are some of the Moral issues related to the Mitzvah to Conquer Eretz Yisrael?




SOCRATES: And what is morality, and what is immorality?
EUTHYPHRO: Morality is ... prosecuting any one who is guilty of murder... or of any similar crime

SOCRATES: But what is "morality" itself? When asked, you only replied... charging a guilty man with murer... you would admit that
there are many other moral acts?

EUTHYPHRO: There are.

SOCRATES: Remember that I did not ask you to give me two or three examples of morality, but to explain the general idea which
makes all moral things to be moral... Tell me what is the nature of morality, and then I shall have a standard to which I may look, and
by which I may measure all actions, whether yours or those of any one else, and then | shall be able to say that this action is moral,
while another action is immoral.

EUTHYPHRO. | would say that what the gods love is moral, and that which they hate is immoral.

SOCRATES: ... The point which I should first wish to understand is whether the moral is beloved by the gods because it is moral, or
[whether the moral is moral] because it is beloved of the gods?

Questions:
1. What is Socrates asking Euthyphro to do? What does Socrates mean by asking for a “standard” rather than for a few examples?

2. What are the options Socratese is presenting with that last question? How would YOU respond to Socrates’ last question?

Source #2a: Rav Sacks, Faith in the Future, p.14
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“In teaching our children moral relativism we have placed them in the world without a moral compass... In the name of tolerance we
have taught that every alternative lifestyle is legitimate and that moral judgement is taboo, even ‘judgemental’. What is right becomes

what does not harm others, and in time degenerates to what | feel like doing and can get away with.”

Source #2b: Shoftim, 21:23
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Questions:

1.



one sole source — HaShem Yisbarach. If He says to conguer and Kill, that is what is “ethical’ and “moral.” Where HaShem mandates

mercy and peace, they are “ethical” in that case. Our value system can have no other basis than the written and oral Torah.



Questions:

1. How does Rav Sack’s approach here to what determines Moral Conduct differ from Rav Leff’s approach to Moral Conduct?

2. How can one live by the concept Rav Sacks describes here without falling into the Moral Relativism he described in Source 2?



