
Faith and Doubt

What is faith?

A Few Ideas On Faith Over The Ages

“Faith is the bird that feels the light when the dawn is still dark.”

Rabindranath Tagore, Bengali Hindu polymath, 20th century

“Faith is taking the first step even when you don't see the whole staircase.”

Martin Luther King, Jr., American civil rights leader

“We are never defeated unless we give up on God.”

Ronald Reagan, POTUS, 1981-1989

“That deep emotional conviction of the presence of a superior reasoning power, which is

revealed in the incomprehensible universe, forms my idea of God.”

Albert Einstein, Jewish scientist, 20th centir y
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Question for discussion: Read these ideas together. Can you find a common theme among these

great people?

Rabbi Sacks On Faith

“How do you live with the constant threat of violence and war? That takes faith. Israel is the

people that has always been sustained by faith, faith in God, in the future, in life itself. And

though Israel is a secular state, its very existence is testimony to faith: the faith of a hundred

generations that Jews would return; the faith that led the pioneers to rebuild a land against

seemingly impossible odds; the faith that after the Holocaust the Jewish people could live again;

the faith that, in the face of death, continues to say: choose life.”

Israel – Home of Hope

“One who asks for proof before he or she is willing to have faith does not understand that faith

always involves risk. It is always possible to live without it, but such a life is, in Macbeth’s words,

‘cabined, cribbed, confined, bound… [by] doubts and fears’. Without faith in people, I become a

cynic. Without faith in financial institutions, we stop investing and economies founder. Without

faith in our fellow citizens, democratic freedoms die. Without faith in God, the Universe slowly

becomes meaningless. Life ceases to have an objective purpose. Human life is no longer sacred,

nor are our promises, duties and responsibilities. Cultures that lose their religious faith

eventually become individualistic and relativist. People become self-seuild a lF梀t�
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“Inaction breeds doub

�“���[�<�E�j�Q�]�[���D�g �I�I�

�“���[�<�E�j�Q�]�[���D�g

https://www.awakenthegreatnesswithin.com/how-to-be-an-action-taker/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/asking-with-faith/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/asking-with-faith/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/asking-with-faith/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/asking-with-faith/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/asking-with-faith/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/asking-with-faith/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/asking-with-faith/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/seeking-god/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/seeking-god/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/seeking-god/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/seeking-god/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/seeking-god/


power, or ideology, or race. Instead I have sought God in people – people in themselves seemed

to point to something or someone beyond themselves.”

The Great Partnership, p. 89

Question: It seems from the above citations from Rabbi Sacks, that doubt can often be a

springboard to something else. Can you see what that is? Have you ever experienced this?
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