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Course Description 
 
From medieval blood libels to Ulysses’ Leopold Bloom, the figure of the Jew has loomed 
large in the Western literary imagination. This course will examine how authors through 
the ages have represented Jewishness in poetry and prose for their predominantly 
Christian readers. How are Jews positioned in relation to law, commerce, community, 
morality, sexuality, wisdom, and faith in the fictional worlds they inhabit? What technical 
or thematic purpose do Jewish characters serve in the construction of text as a whole? 
Through deep engagement with a variety of texts, we’ll consider to what extent these 
works reflect, reinforce, challenge, and/or change the existing archetypes and assumptions 
about Jews in their respective historical and cultural moments, and how these 
characterizations reverberate in the social history of antisemitism (and philosemitism). 
We’ll also briefly consider the literary afterlives of these characters in the hands of Jewish 
writers, such as Will Eisner’s graphic novel Fagin and Philip Roth’s Operation 
Shylock.  Taught under the auspices of both the English department and the Straus Center 



 
Expectations  
 
Attendance 
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