
 
 
Course Description 
The purpose of this core course is to bring classic Jewish texts about government into 
conversation with the foundational works of American political thought. In so doing, we 
will consider the following questions: How did Jewish notions of politics, the social 
contract, and covenant impact the eventual structure and nature of the United 
States?  How did the Bible figure in the debates about democracy and monarchy that 
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Topic 4: Covenant vs. Social Contract 
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